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Welcome Friends,							    May 2, 2022

Purposes of the Association:

The purposes of this organization shall be to actively support the Clarksville-Montgomery County Public Library by doing the following:
· Maintain an association of persons interested in books and libraries.
· Focus attention on library services and needs.
· Fundraise and stimulate gifts, desirable collections, endowments, and bequests.
· Strengthen reading interest and library information services for young people.

This statement was approved at the Board's annual review of the Bylaws. The current Bylaws can be found on the Friends page of clarksville.org under the Your Library menu tab.

Election of officers. The slate of officers up for election is as follows:
Jennifer Ford, President
Jan Hodgson, Vice President
Christina Chester-Fangman, Secretary
Anne Black, Treasurer / Past-President

All officers serve two-year terms.

In January, the Board welcomed two new members- Darwin Eldridge and Malinda Scott.

Board Directors are Jacqueline Crouch, Darwin Eldridge, Brenda Harper, Shirley Hood, Jim Marshall, Heather Clark Mendoza, Linda Nichols, Malinda Scott, Joel Wallace, and Barbara Wilbur.

Miki Daugherty, a long-time and dedicated Board Director, resigned this past year. The Board thanks Miki for her years of invaluable service. She is missed.

In September of 2021, our beloved board member and Past President, Gerald Beavers, passed away at the age of 81. The Friends of the Library Board presented an original artwork by artist Billy Renkl to the library in honor of Gerald, whose dedication to Tennessee Libraries is an inspiration to us all. The fruits of Gerald's kind, charismatic, and confident leadership serve as a reminder of what can be accomplished when one gives generously of one's time and energy in service to the library. Billy's artwork is displayed at the library on the second floor next to the Administrative Offices. The Friends of the Library wishes to thank Billy Renkl for donating this beautiful and touching artwork, and we'd like to thank Ned Crouch and Glenn Edgin for generously donating the framing.
 
In February of this year, The Friends, in collaboration with the library, opened a permanent Booktique on the library's first floor. The Booktique features fiction and non-fiction books, children's books, DVDs, and audiobooks for $1 each! All funds raised by the Booktique support the Friends, which helps support important library programming such as the adult and children's summer reading programs, Harry Potter and Sci-Fi programs, and other forms of Library support.

April of this year marked the return of the used book sales! We had a great turnout, and many people expressed their happiness at the return of the popular sale. Our next book sale will be at the end of October.
 
On behalf of the Board, I thank all Friends for the support of the library. Our current membership for 2022 stands at 154.

At our last meeting in April, we approved the Treasurer's Report, which, as of March 31, indicated current assets of $7,149 in our certificate of deposit, $15,079 in the FOL bank account, and $101,366 in the account we hold for the Imagination Library (the program that sends books from birth to age 5).

This year (April 1, 2021 – March 31, 2022), Friends took in funds raised by the virtual book sales, membership dues, and Friends of the Library tote bag sales. In addition, the Booktique income in the first two months (Feb, Mar) was $2171. Other significant sources of income were memorials and donations from generous groups and individuals.

This year (April 1, 2021 – March 31, 2022), expenses were for purchasing a computer for the Friends and the Booktique infrastructure. Friends' support of the library included programming expenses for the Harry Potter Night and the children's and adult Summer Reading programs. Also, $3734 was given to library support ($3000 yearly support, wish list, staff t-shirts), and $2000 to the Imagination Library.

Current volunteer opportunities for all Friends members include the Scholastic Book Sale in June. Last summer, the library made $2248!

We remain the 501(c)3 organization for Imagination Library to hold donations in a separate account for the Clarksville Imagination Library Board.

Thank you for your continued support of the Friends and the Clarksville-Montgomery County Public Library.

Sincerely,
Jennifer Ford, President

